| OF RELIGION BY 1OSTAH: 
1 a commendable example for all Princes 


With 4 Warninge to all faithfull and 
true beurted Subiectes, to encourage " 


: 


1 Tnt. 2. 1. 2. 

A I exhorte therefore firſt of all, chat ſupplications 
; and prayers, and interceſſions, and giuing of zhankes, 
bee made for all men; For Kinges, and all thar are 
- f excellent, that we. may leade a peaccable & quiet life 
| in all godlineſſe and ger | 


THE REFORMATION. 


ptoſeſſinge the Gosymn L to follow, 


| TotheChiiſtianReader. 


TY Hou canft not bee igyoraunt (Gentle Reader) home the Lord bath 
this long time with a — hand ves his bleſſinges vppon this our 
land & people of England: For beſides infinite other, hoyp can we forget 

that bleſſed deliuerance out of Romiſh E 71 6 the begining of 2 * 

of ious Zoweraigne? the enioying of the glorious Goſpell of Chih, 
| 2 AE ſince 2 ma- 
mold and wonderful preſeruations o four Church, Qurene, & Country, 
mae al the deſpite, male, and forte of Satan & his inſtrumẽts, who 


at 12. h 
4.35. a ——— aue gone ouer our ſoule, & we haue bin ſwallowed 
i vp quick? se that of netefzity we muſt acknowledge, that as with Iſrael 
is & Indahi, ſe with vs, the Lord bath dealt, to witte, that as the girdle 
5 13-21. cleaucth to the loynes of a man, ſo bath the Lord tyed him 
* ſelfe to this whole nation, that we might bee his people. 
Bat haue we on 0ur behalfe againe kept couena unt With the Lord, in ta- 
ine him to bee our Gol, to knotpe and cleaue vnto him in all our ypayes? 
In [ enſeſſe 1 the glorie of his name, that at the firſte entrance 
of her Maieſtie, be gaue vs an hearte to ſeeke him. But howe ſmall ac- 
count we made of that his mercy ,and hotpe quickly and iuſtiy that care 
began and ſtill continueth to be quenched in vs, whyle wee haue ſought 
mot the Lord but our ſelues, our profites, our pleaſures : Let the woefull 
eſtate of our Church and people (as touching ſpirituall thinges) ſpeake 
and beare witneſſe, wherein nome after xxxy. yeares enioying the go- 
ſpell of our Sauiour Chriſt, there ſtill raigneth in ſuch aboundant mea- 
ſure, ienorance, atheiſme, ſwearing, contempte of God and his worde, 
oppreſſion, adulteries, drunkennes, and all manner of ſinne,in all places 
— damon «ll ſortes &r conditions of men, yea in ſuch ſtrength, as we are come 
Far n, 7e ber, that hee which refrayneth from euill, maketh bim- 
ö 7:29"? | ſelf aprayzendyer none may teproue or rebuke one another. 
Hof. 4. 4. 
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4nto vs: Heare the woorde of the Lorde hee children of 

14 1.3.3 Iracl: (yea and of Exgland) for the Lord hath a controurſie 
with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is no trueth 

nor mercy nor knowledg of god in the land. By (wearing, 

and lying, & ſtealing, & whoring, they breake out, & bloud 

toucheth bloud. Therefore ſhall the Lande mourne, and 

 euery one that dwellech therein ſualbe cutt off, with the 


beaſts 


ten riſen vp againſt vs, & laboured that the ſtreame - 


| Wharthen ſhall wee ſayto theſethinges Surelie feare leaſt that com— 
plainte and threatninge of the Prophete againſt Iſrael. belonge alſo. - 
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ul ſo the fiſhes of the fea ſhalbe taken away. Let vs 


the Lavde (whe bath the hartes of Princes in his hande, to : 


; excellent maner then yet it is) an habitation forthe mighty God eflacobb. 
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ſtruction and gourrnment in the Way es of God : that thus — in his 
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therefore and giue eare, and not bee proude: for the Lorde 1. 13. 15. - 1 
hath ſpoken it, Let v5 nor truſt in lying wordes, ſayinge, | 


the Becel ofthe lord, the & d eof che lord, this is the g ry ret, % 
of the Lord, But let vs ſearch and trie our wayes, and turne 13. 4% | 
againe to the Lorde, Let vs lift vp en heantes with our handes _ + 
wnte Gad in the heauens : Let vs confider the time of our viſitation, - 


an the thinges that belong to our peace: Let ws all prayethat- Luc. 19. 40. 


ya 2 WHY 


turne as the riuers of waters) would worke in o Magittrates, Pre. 4. 14. 
from the bighe#t tothe luſt, the afection of Dauid, thas they ſuffer 3 
not their eye to ſleepe, nor their eyeliddes to flumber, til pla 132490 
by the bleſſing of God, they haue brought England io bee (in ſame more 


That they ſuffer not the ſanhfull Miniſters of Chriſte, which ſt ould 
feede his Church which hee hath purchaſed with his bloud, 
10 bee vniuſtly ſlaundered, ſilenced, impriſoned, arraigned, vttery re- A. 20.28, 
moned from therr people and miniſterie, a much as lyeth im thoſe, ho. 0 
contrariets th expreſſe rule giuen vs by Chuſt, by ius Prophets and A+ 1 
poſt les, exerciſe dominion over their fellowpe. Elders, the heritage 1 Pet. J. 33. 
of Cod: That they doe not ſtill ſuffer the blinde to lead the blind: 3 1h. 9. 10 
ſuch as vnto em night is for a viſion: over whom the ſunne is Mtb. 1 2 
gone do ne, and the day become darke. But that accordinge Was. % 
to their auihernie and wiſedome iu en them of God, and accordinge le 
his will rezealed in bys Woorde, they progide by all goog meane! of 

odly entrance into the functions of the charch quiet conunuancetherin, 


f ithfull performaunce of the duties by God required 10 — uſficrent 


4 
maintenance, good bringing vp of youth in Schosle: & Vniuerſaies Oc. 48. 1. 
That the Churches whiche haue heretofore by the mercie of GOD 21.83. 
learned Chrift in the worde preached, may hence ſonih ſtill be tau ght, Wen 
and witha ll yourrned accordinge 1% Chuit his bolie inſtuntion and 

ordinance : and ſuch as haue all this time ſuiherto layne in the ſhadow 

of death, maye by 4 teaching miniſtene, through the bleſung of God, Mat. «tf. 
be brought to ſee the glorious light of the C ofell, aud ſo in time lee 18.19. #6 
prepared io veceyue and obey the ordinance of Chriſt, for then ſunther in- 


good time may raig ve ouer this Whole Church, in his eine officers, ac= 
coding to his ne lawes, 10 bis ene glory ſor euer. 
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| | "> To TAL Ai. | 
| Fo mone here unte bath this treatice following bin Written, and is noW 
publiſhed , wherein the datie of Chniftian Princes 7 Ns, is 
plainly deſcribed in that mofl ſmgular example of loſiah the annointed 
of the Lord, wh ar{ludah was the breath of their noſtrels, the 
: AT: 6 crowne of their hunde, yea the ioye of their heart: and who 
up eee wes ſo el 4s by his ſpirit hee wi ineſſeih of bim, 
l.. like varo him was there no king before him, that tur- 
* ned to the Lorde with all his hearte and with all his ſoule 
_ and with all his might, according toall the law of Moſes, 
neyther after him aroſe there any like him. | 
That the like affeftion and praiſe may be in our chriſtian leſiah oy 
other Mayiſtrates, it is thy duetie (Chriftian Reader) to aſke it at the 
handes of God, who hath commaunded (and therſere if our ſinnes hin- 
| der not, is ready to heare vs them) that we praye for Kinges and 
| 3 Tim 2.1-2 Gouernout of his people, that they may ſo rule, as wee vnde 
" them may live godly an peaceable liues, Ceaſſe not therefore dailye 


Ef in thyne holy prayers to commende them te the Loxde ; and accordin 
- wkel-122.9. be th) place and calling by al layyfull meanes procure the weal 
44h four Church. And 7* til thou ſee, norm hit andinge all the godly 
Labours and endtuours of Gods children, that God in his iuſt indgement 

fuffereth Magiſtra : es, Miniſters, and people to abounde in all manner 

of ſinne, yea diſſembling papiſtes (the arch-enemies of Chriſt and hinde- 
. rers of his Goſpel) by them ſelnes and by other their endes, cloſely to 

e bender the building of the walles ef Sion: 172 let thy ſoule weepe in 

8 *, ſecrete: and 1 15 — —— abhominations of 

4 this le: And aſſitredly thou ſhalt ſee that hen they which 

5 .. al kifſe the Sonne, ſhall periſh in his wrath, thes' 

all ſuch ſhalbe bleſſe d as truſt in him. 


* 


P ray for the peace of ſeruſlem: let them 
proſper that lonethee, Pſalm.122.6, 
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Theretormation o eligion 


by Jofuab 


2.KINGES. 21. 24. 

E 1 75 alſo tooke away them that had familiar ſpirites, and the 
Seuthſayers, and the Images, and the Idols, and all theabominations 
that were eſpied in the lande of Iudab and in leruſalem, toperforme 
the wordes of the Lawe, which were wrirten in the booke ef Helkiah 
the Prieft founde in the bouſe of the Lorde. 

25 Like vnto him was there no kinge before him that turned to the 

Lord with all bis hearte, according is all the lawe of Moſes, neither 

er him aroſe there any like him, 

26 Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not fro the fercenes of his great 
Wrath, wherwih he was angrie againſt ludah, becauſe ef all the pro- 
wocations wh erewith Mana ſſes had provoked Im, 

27 VVherefere the Lorde ſaied, I will put ludah alſo ont of my ſight, 
45 I haue put away Iſrael, and will caft of this citie leruſalem 
whiche I haue choſen , and the houſe whereof I have ſaied my 
name ſhall bee there, 


Heſe wordes doe ſhutte vp the hiſtorie of 
& thegodlyand memorable actes of the good king 
of ludah leſiab by name, which alſo con teine nota- 
ble matter worthie the viewe (aſwell to prouoke 
vnto duetie, as to miniſter comforte if neede be) of thoſe 
rulers & Magiſtrates whoſe excellent title doth make the 
ſtand bound to the ypholding and defending of the true 
Catholike & Apoſtolick taith . The (ſcripture (er downe, 
deuideth it ſelfe into ſome deedes of Kinge loſiab, 
and a decree of Ged touching that people of Iſrael}, 
The deedes of lofiah ate ſet downe and noted to bee 
an exceeding zealous reforming of Religion, 
As touching his reforming of reilgion, it is called a tur- 
ning to the Lord,wherin we are to note his great & godly 


zeale, which is ſet downe to be 2 both in- 


wardlie and out wardlie, accordinge to the lawe of Go 


But 


Ahe. 2,20, 


| - Tude g. ver. 


1 Rom.13-5. 


4 Gon. 27, 


ag. 1. 4 8. 
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REFORMATION OF IOSIAH, 
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But before wee come to tpeake particularly ofthe wor. 
thie 4s of this noble king, we haue ſomethiag to ſpeake 
touching his office and calling. For we which are the true 
b Church of God, built ypon no man, but the writtinges of 
. 3. 16. the Prophets & Apoſtles which were ginen by in piraten um G od. 
Chri# leſus being the corner ſtone, are ſo farre off from being 


of their mindes who peake exil of lawful 4% thyrivie, and geue 
forth rayling ſentence again#t it, as that we both warne them to 
au0id the condemnation. of them that were caried ith 


like ſpirit, and that they with all dutifulnes ſabmit themſelues 
to the ciuil potyers for conſcience ſake, the reſiſting of whom is 
Valea g. the reſiſting of God, who is able to bea bein pieces all rebels, 
& to mainteine his one ordinance, to the good of them 
1 that doe well, and to the terrour of the wicked, that th 
era. 13. 14 be ſu biet to euery ordinaunce of man jor 
or thoſe that are ſent of the king to lake vengeaunce of them which 


4 
the Lords ſake, as tothe 5 


exill, and to the praiſe of them that dee well, to haue authoritie 


not only ouer ciuill perſons and in ciuill cauſes: bat ouer 
Eccleſiaſticall perſons & in eccleſiaſtical l cauſes. To pro- 
uide good lawes, not onely that mea walke according to 
the comaundements of the ſecond Table, in an outward 
obedience to ſuperiours, in peaceblenes, in cleannes and 
chaſtitie &c, but that the firſt be chieflie regarded, that 


the true God be worſhipped according to His worde, that 


Idolatrie bee caſt out, and Idolaters & Hererikes bee 
puniſhed according to gods word by the ſword of iuſtice. 
wWhervnto if chriſtian Maieſtrates be not yet fo forward 


you wee are not to account them as tyrants , yet the 


Lords miniſters are to call vpon them moſt zealouſly for 


reforming the Lordes houſe as the Prophers did, yet did 


not take in hand to reforme it themſelues: wherefore we 
luſtiſie lofiah his office & calling to be of God, whoſe au- 


thoritie was aſwell ouer the Prieſts as ouet the people, to 


take order aſwell for the honour and worſhippe of God, 
as for the peace and ſafetie ofthe common wealth, ſeing 
that God had giuen the inheritaunce of the kingdome 
to Dauid and his lawfull ſucceſſors: as other kingdomes 
are ne King of kings to earthlie kinges, &” . 


cir heires by a lawful poſſeſſion till lie in his iudgmẽt 
I] cutt off the entaile. Againſt which his 1 
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| ſpirit of counſell & wiſdome, bur therin are as babes & chil. A 


for the finnes of the people: How be it the finne is in their 


' Inl/raell, induwed with his graces more then many men, this is 


to breake out as Vzxtiah, to exerciſe the proper office of the 2 Cro,26: 


let vp by the Lorde, their raigne is lawfull, and thoſe vnder- oo 
| , *fficers (et yp by them to be taken for the Lords ordinances. 5-575 8 


THE REFORMATION OF. IOSTAH. SA 
the * — Eſaiah ſpeaketh not as of a thing vnla ful in tre- 
garde of his young yeares: for he doth not ſay there, that u is 3 
noc law full for children to rule, but hee ſaith that God will 4 
ſer vp thildren to rule them, which children if they haue not the % 


ren, though they haue hoarie haires, they may bee a plague | 3 


maner of raigning, not in their raigning whe they come la- 
fully vnto ir. Now if god (er children in age, and make them | 
aged in counſell & wiſdome and the * of God, then 
not oulyis their raigne lawfull, and the aucthoritie of their 
ynder-officers and elders of the people whome they ſhall 
ſet vp, but alſo for the comfort ofall the children of God. 
which thing alſo may be ſaid ofthe raigne of Women, if God 
ſet vp wicked women (or womaniſh men) to wearethe crown 
and to exe cute iuſtice to a nation, their raigne is law full, & 
not to be reſiſted, but the maner of raigning is wicked. But it 
God lawfully ſet yp a woman to the ſhame dfmen to geue 
aduice and to pure from God, for the nment Fe . 
kingdome, as ſometime ouer Iſraell he ter Deborah a mother 104g. 4% 
x 


% 


not onely lawfull as that of the Queene of Sheba which came , xiog.10.% 
to heare the wiſedome of Solomon: or that of Candaces the 4, . U. 
Qyeene of Ethiopia, whoſe Treaſurer came to worſhippe at 1 
leruſalem: but verie ſoueraine and comfortable to all faith- 2 

full and true hearted chriſtians. In deede we confeſſe, they 
arc to keepe within the boundes of Magiſtracie, they are not 


. 
12 . ” * . , 
miniſterie, to teache,expounde the (criptures, praye, and ad- , Tini 


„ 


miniſter the Sacramentes in the Congregation: as it is not 5 
lawfull for miniſtersↄf the goſpell to bred the liſtes of . 1.25 3 
theircalling, to take the Crowne, the Scepter,or theſword of ,, 
iuſtice ynto them to bearerule, and to be called gratious and le A8 
bountifu ] Lords.) But if they by a lawfull ſuccelsion, eyther ” 
after the death of the Father or Huſbande or Brother, & c. 
orany other way whereby the kingdome & inheritance is left 
in their handes and committed to their gouernement, their 

le being good and they deing right inheritrices, they are 


Ft 


THE / REFORMATION or IOSIAH-» 


n10g-11-15 put from gouernement, the other to death, the kingdome 
1 was in neither of theit handes, A ſa bei 
Ad." as Solomon about Bethſeba, and loaſh to raigne before Athaliah 
; which had bloudily and vniuſtly vſurped. 

Nowe then wee hauing declared the lawfulnes of the cal- 


2 xiag.:2.r God, and yong in yeares (for he was bur yiij. yeare old when 

| he began to raigne, foure yeares ſooner then his father, and 
5 one yeare later — loaſih) wee are to looke yppon the zeale 
s Cre.24.1, Which he had in reformation of Religion. In that it is ſayde 
he turned io the Lord againe, it is a ſpeach drawne from men, who 


S Cro.33.1. 


Gouernour, to take part with yſurpers, to riſe vppe againſt 
their King or Soueraigne, who yet being afterwardes tou- 
ched with a fight and feeling of their fooliſhnes, returne a- 
gaine, throwe downe themſelues at the feete of their Prin- 
ces, promiſing to ſhewe all faithfulneſſe wayting for fauour, 
and it noteth vnto vs firſt a treacherie that was in loſiah and 
in his people againſt the Lord whom they had forſaken, and 
againitwhom they roſe yp, which wee are alittle to ſtande 
ypon before wee come vnto his conuerſion. | 
| This treacherie had ſhewed it ſelfe notablie both in his fa- 
. ther Amon, and in his grandfather Manafeh, beſides in other 
md predeceſſours from the dayes of Solomon. In deed Solomon 


bliſhed the worſhip of God according to all that Dauid had 
reteyued fro god by writing, but he afterward quenching his 
zeale with the pleaſures of tin, was lead from honor to ſhame 
King r. 11 and (had not Gods mercy ſaued him) to eternall deſtruction, 
[zxiog 12.46 wholh ſonne Rehoboamloſt x, partes of the kingdome, after 
Akte. f. 3.4 him ſucceeded Abijam who walked inthe apoſtaſie of his fa- 
| & verC. x4, ther Reboboaw, where but that God was minded to ſhew mer- 
= cie to David he had put out the light of Iſtael, but for his ſake 
i he gaue to Abjam Aſa, and after — good ſeheſapha t, whoſe 
Pues 22-43 hgarres the Lord ſtirred vp to a zeale of his houſe, But leho- 
8 Cre. 21.6. . matching his Son with Ahab; daughter, made a way for 
leboram his ſonne to be as wicked as Ahab. Iehorams wi fe was 
cr. 22.3 · Athaliah,by whom he had Ahaziab, who dyed in the firſt yeare 
ping 11.2 Of his raigne, Athaliah vſurped after the ſpillinge of all ths 
| 1 | 8 Oy 
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aboue his mother 


ling of this Magiſtrate * member of the Church of 


chron. 3. t. in the prime of his raigne built the houſe of God, and eſta- 


: Cro,15.16 Foy Maachah, Aſa his mother, and Athaliab, though one was 


in ſeditious times withdrawe them (clues from their lawfull - ; 
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\ ons which his 


Ee forſake them, and deliuer them vp into the hands of their 
enimies. Againſt all which ſinnes, why had nor ſett him 


into ſpirituall whoredome, idolatrie nd; ſuperſtition. 
— 


THE REFORMATION or IOSIAH, 
rayall bloud except loaſh the ſonne of Ahaziah, whom tlie 
Lord maruellouſly preſerued to the kingdome, and to gou- 
uerne in his feare all the dayes of lehoida the prieſt: whoſe 1. 
ſonne Amaziah did that which was right in the cyes of the 2 Cro 25,2. 
Lord, though he had his faultes: ſo did his ſonneVazjah:;, x 39: + 1 
and lotham his ſonne in like manner. But Abaz the ſonne of. c 
lotham walked.in the wayes of leroboam and the wicked kinges . 
of Iſrael, He begate Exechiab, who deſtroyed the abhominati- 2 xing. 16. 
Gather had ſet vp. But this Manaſſeh the ſonne 
ofEzechiah; in him the meaſure of apoſtahe was in a maner 
fulfilled, As touching whoſe wickedneſſt it is ſet downeboth+ | | 
generally that it was the ſame that the heathen committed, 7 _—_ 
more particularly, he ſet vp open idolatrie beth-in the land 8 
of luda where was (ct vp and mainteyned the worſhippe of 
Baal, the Sunne, the Moone, and the Starres, for whom were 
appointed high places and altars & groues for to offer euen 
their one children by fire to the diuels, and alſo as it were 
to prouoke the moſt iealous God the more, he ſet yppe hia 
idolatrie in the houſe of the Lord, where he could not abide 
any to be wotſhipped beſides him ſelfe, maintayninge alſo 
witchcraft and — familiar ſpirites and (outh(ayers, to 
ſtirre vp the holy one to anger the more: wherefore- GOD 
ſpake in his wrarh th at he would deale with them, as he had | 
— with Samiriab, and (weepe them cleane out of the lande, 2 xi«.12.19 


2 Cro. 22.1 
2 Cro 44.4. 
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ſel fe and beate them Gowne, he might haue bene guiltie as 
Amon his father, of al the idolatries from Solomon to the death 
of Amon, both becauſe he might cls be ſaide to haue commit 
ted them in the loynes of his father, and might haue bin faid 
to haue iuſtified them, had he not laboured vtterly to caſt 
them out in great zeale, although he had not in his one 
perſon committed the ſame things, which as it may be good 
for all rothink of, ſo that they may leaue flattering of them 
ſelues when they are not touched with a zeale ofreligion, & 
adefire to recouer that fauor of God which their fathers haue 
loſt: So had Kings. & Princes, Rulers & Gouuernors need to 
beſtirre themſelues, when it is recorded vnto them how their 
bloud & ſtocke haue bin ſtayned with falling from the faith 


It 


* 


|| THE REFORMATION OF 'IOSTAH, 
3 It it well knowen that the faith was once ſince Chriſts com- 
# ming given to the Saintes, and the Goſpel] was preached 
nir N through the worlde, but ſichens chere hath bene a defection 
Þ and a generall fallinge awaye from the faith in the whole 
< world, and the man of ſinne hath bene renealed, and the 
"17.1.2: Whore of Babilon;who hath made all the world driiken with 
her cuppe of fornications. To leaue other nations, it is well 
now en howe our whole ſtate in this nation, though GOD 
hath ſhewed great mercie in rayſing vp Miniſters to make 
the darkneſſe diſtonered, to raake the trueth manifeſt, to call 
5 men to faith in Chriſt and to obcdience to the Goſpell. yet 
5 it hath bene a fooliſh people and a Rifnecked, eyther ſto 
4 ping the eare chat it would not heare, or pulling backe rhg 
ſhoulder that it would not beate the yoke of obedience. 
Our Kinges, Princes, Iudges, Magiſtrates, people and mi- 
niſters haue committed two euills, They haue fetſakenthe Lorde, 
and dig ged pittes: vas it not enough for them to haue forſaken 
that moſt ſoueraigne doctrine of ſaluation ? by faith in 
mg.z2&c Chriſt onely of true loue proceeding from a liuely faith, of 
| * $3, fres election to ſaluation before the worlde, of the vie of the 
holy ſcriptures for the trying of doctrine, of the true mini- 
ſterie of the — 2 and the lawfull Diſcipline and gou- 
uernement of the Church: but they muſte perſecute the 
trueth worſe then lewes, ſpitefully intreate the Lordes mi- 
niſters, butne all thoſe that profeſſe to bee ſaued by faith ia 
Chriſt ſeſus onely : burne all the bookes of the ſcriptures: 
bring into the Church his greateſt enemy to be made heade 
'_ ofthe Church, as it were in de ſpite of Chrift, that ſame An- 
tichriſt of Rome, with his do&rine & gouernement, to preach 
ſaluation by workes, by giuing money to the Pope and his 
Prieftes, to haue forgiuenes of finnes paſt and to come, to 
ſpue out blaſphemie which defile a man, and to forbid the 


man, as that they are commaunded to bee rcceyued with 
thankeſgiuing : to forbid mariage, honourable for all men, 
and to ſer vp brothell houſes, to prophane the Lordes day, 
and to inuent new holydaies, to forſake God & to worſhippe 
Angels, Saintes, damned ſoules it may be, ſiluer, gold, ſtocks, 
ſtones, Images ſer yp in high ſtreates, in Churches & glaſſe- 


windo wer, to bring in ſundrydegrees of miniſters, ſome yp" 


eating of ſome meates which are ſo farre from defilinge a 


* 
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dinalles, ſome Lordes, ſome Lordes graces, ſome blinde 
guides,dumbe dogges, &c. What worſſuppe was in longe 
prayers, bawling longes, outward apparell, coapes, ſur- 
pleſſes, rocherres, and tippets, all which and a thouſande 


more abhominations had they ſet vp, as men of whom' 


Manafeh and that E will be iuſtiſied at the day of iud- 
ement. All this may humble our Queene, our Nobles, out 
udges, our whole people, who may knowe by remem- 


bring and reading, this to haue beene the prouocation of 


Gods wrath, wherewith our predeceſſours, our parents, our 


progenie, haue prouolted the Lorde ; of which ſinnes and 


wrath of God we are iuſter inheritours then of any landeg 
or dignities they haue left vs, They went not ſcor free: b 
what if the full vengeance be referred to this proude a 
ſecure age, what if God will require ſatis faction for all the 
finnes from VViliam the Conquerour of this generation? 
God wil not the death of 4 ſinner, but that death ſhould be tineatned, 


that ” which belong unto the Lorde may by hearing feare and repent 
e fo 


for thoſe things, and take 4 nee courſe ; The ſoune ſhould not dye ſor 
the fathers offence alone, but if he be voyde of the ſpimte of God, and 
doe not openly profeſſe a forſaking of all the ſings of his predeceſſoures, 

but walke in ſore o them, if God codemne him, he doth him no wrenge, 
Joſiab hee turned againe tothe Lord, he profeſſed a — * 
king and condemning of all the ſinnes of his fathers, and 
was (ore touched & humbled for them, and beſtirred him 
ſclfe to reforme them ; and good reaſon, leaſt hee beeing 
founde in the ſinnes of his fathers, he ſhoult haue bin par- 
taker of their plagues, he knewe their reaſons to bee mad- 
neſſe, who would haue cuſtome to make ſinne to ſtand for 
alawe. Burt as touchinge his turning to the Lorde and 

his reformation, it is noted to bee thoroughly done, and 
to be truely done. It was done with all bis heaite and with at 
bis ſoule, it was neyther for an outward ſhewe,nor done any 


hit doubtingly,or with any vnwillingnes or coldnes, but 
s of a ful perſwaſion and great earneſtnes, neyther was it 


any raſhe zeale, but it was according To all the [gipe of Moſes,, 
which was the rule and direction from God for the wor- 
Kippe of his Maieſtie and the ordering of bis Chorch : ag 
alſo this is here noted, ſo in this * and the nexte be- 


fore it is ſet done more at large, w = firſt is ſett 4 
a 


Ezec, 18.29 } 
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his manner of life to be well pleaſing to God, that it was 
vncorrupt as Danids, then the going in hand with the wor- 
ſuppe of God, In the viij. yeare of his raigne, and the xvi. 
of his age, there is noted in tlie 2. Chro. 34. hoe hee gaue 
er to a teale of Religion, and an carnelt ſtudie of 
the feare of God. In the xii. y eare of his cngnHe and xx. of 
his age is (er dona hoe he threwe done all the monu- 
mentes of Idolatrie that were in the lande of luda and le- 
ru ſalem to be ſeene, who him ſelfe looking on, ſer men on 
warketothrowe done Balaams altars, and their Images, 
ro breake done the Idolatrous groues and their Images 
eyther grauen or molten, which he ſtamped to pieces, and 
firawel the duſt af them vpon the Prieſtes graues, & burnt 
the prieſtes bones vpon their altars, and as hee did this in 
the lande of ludah, fo he did the like in the partes of [ſraet, 
bordering vpan them, being become tributaries, Ephraim, 
Manaſſeh & Simeon to Nepthali. After the ſcouringe ob-the 
lande from this filth, hee in the xviii. of his raigne, & xxvi. 
of his age, ſetteth in hande with the houſe of the Lord tha: 
was at leruſalem. ſending his warrant to the high Prieſt for 
the making ready the money that was gathered. and the 
dcliuering it to the Maiſters of the worke, who might ſet 
men on worke to builde the Houſe. After which he 2 
of the finding of the booke of the la ve of Moſes that was 
loſt: He cauled it to be read to him, he humbled him (elf 
ſeeing the fearfull rheearninges againſt the whole lan de: 
ſent to Hulda the Propherifſe to be more confirmed of the 
Lordes purpoſe, and whether God would ſhewe him anie 
fauour.after. his humbling and receyuing of ſome comfort, 
that God would ſhewe him fauour, and deferre the ven- 
geaunce till after his death, He called a Parliament of the 
Prieſtes, the Propheres, and al the Elders of the people, 
cauſed allthe wordes of the Lawe ro be read vnto them, 
bounde him (elfe and all the people by Couenaunt to bee 
the Lordes (eruauntes, to doe all the words that were writ- 
ten in the booke of the Lawe, He cauſed al che Idolatrous 
veſſels to be brought ou? ofthe Lordes Houſe, burnt them 
as deteſtable without the Holy Citie, and with the duſte 
prophaned ſuperſtitious Bethel: put downe all the Chema- 
rims which offered incenſe co the Idols, He caried the groue 
| Out 
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4 THE REFORMATION or -1OSTAH. 
k |, eutofthc Lordes Houſe, burned it and caſt the duſt vppon 
| the peoples graues: He brake downe the brothel houſes: 
| He called the Prieſtes from Idolatrie, which had bin deft= 
led to a priuate life, defiled Topheph, the abhominarion of 
; Molech: e ſlewe the horſes and burut the Chariottes dedi- 
cated to the Sunne: He ouerthrewe the Monumente 
AIqdolatrie in Ahabs houſe, and thoſe that were ſet vp by S 
1 lomon and lerobonm, with the Idolatries of Samana, flew lero- 
| | boams Pricſtes, and burnt their bones on the altars, Fur- 


thermore, he gaue commaundement for the celebrating of 
the Paſſeouer, appointing the Prieſtes and the Leuites to 
their charges,to : Orders, and ſeuerall places, to offer 
fſiacrifſices, and to teache the people, and to 3 the ſeruica 
of the ſanctuarie, with the Singers & Porters in their tans 
ding, and at euery gate: He commaunded the Arcke to bee ny 

put in the Temple, the Prieſtes and the people to bee pre- 
pared and ſanctified by a due humbling: He gaue Lambes 

and K iddes 30000. and Bullockes 3000. fo that the chiete 

Prieſtes were prouoked to giue 2600. and 300. Bullockes 

the chiefe Leuites 5000. ſheepe, and 560, Bullockes, and the 
Paſſeouer was kept, with the feaſt of vnleauened bread, 
ſuch a keeping of Paſſeouer as was not from the dayes of 
| Samuel the Prophet, ncyther did all the kinges of iſrael kepe 
| the like. All which doe declare the thorough conuerſion 
that was in lofiah, ſo that it might wel be ſayed, That he tur- 
ned with al his heante and all bis ſoule : which example ſo godly 
| and ſo famous, wee muſt not thinke jr ſet downe as ſuch an 
; Hiſforie that is to pleaſe the ſenſes and to paſſe away, Or 
| that concerned that people onely and not vs: But the hole 
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Scripture given by inſpiration of God, is prefitable to teache, io improne, Tun. 3.0 
| to correct, and to inſtruct in ngbteouſneſſe, and what ſocuer is written, Kem,15 4, 
| © is Written for our learning . And as rhe examples of the wicked r 
who felt Gods judgements, ſo the examples of the godly, 
pon whom the Lorde magniſied bis mercies, are written 
for our inſtruction, t9admoxiſhe euen vs vpon whom the endes of 3 Cor. 10. a5 
| ö the worlde are come : wheretore out of this one example, ſo 

approued of God, there ariſeth great comfort, as vnto other 
| Chriftian Princes and Magiſtrates, ſo vnto the Queenes 
; moſt excellent Maieſtie, whom God hath made a Gouer- 
| nour of Gonuernours within theſe her: Dominions, and 
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all thoſe that haue bin ſtirred v 
ſtrengrhen her handes in the reformiug of thoſe Idolarries 
alla ede, that wickednes and rebellion, that wee 
and our fathers haue fallen into, and were deepely ſoncke 
downe in. True it is, wee and our Gouernours are con- 
demned as Heretickes, and as thoſe that wil not beleeut 
as the Church doeth beleeue, not yeelde obedience to our 


Holy father, nor ſuelce the breaſtes of our Catholicke Mo- 


ther, we deſpiſe their doctrine, we caſt off their gouuerne. 


ment: but all are not Heretickes that walke not in the” 


' wayes of their fleſhly Fathers. It leſſah had bene fo called 


7 ab. 1414 Wh: 


| Math. 5.10. 


pet. 3.17. 
pet. 1. 19. 


1 Ayhe. 2.20, 


Joh, 5.39. 
Dev, 12.32, 
| Gal: 1.8. 


Cor. 6. 3. 


by the x. Tribes who followed lerobaam, and walked in al 
the wayes of Achab, and nowe felt the whippe : had he and 
his 3 therefore bene Heretickes ? If we aſierihe 

they call here ſie, wirſhippe the God and Father of our Lorde and 
Sanionr Teſus Chriſt, why ſhould we not take comfort wbyle we 
ſor doing well are eui l pores of. But it is for this, wee beleeut 
not as the Church beleeueth, becauſe weprofelle nothinge 10 
be beleeued neteſſarie to ſaluation which is not conteyned in the wri- 
tings of Moſes and the Prophetes, the Apoitles and the Enangeliftes, 
Thar we profeſſe ſo in deede we can not denie, for our own 


* hande writing is in printe for al the worlde to ſee, But if 


the Church be they that are buy/t 4ppon the ſoundation of the 
Prophetes and Apoſtles, Chriſt Ieſus being the corner ſtone + If the 
Church be they that ſearche the Scriptures, that therein they maye 
Inde eternal life : That zeyther adde to the written worde, nor take 
atpay from it 
preached and ſett done in writing, though it came in the manner of an 
Apoſtleor Angell from heanen : then let them not condemne vs 
for this profeſſion, leaſt they giuing forth ſentence of con- 
demnation againſt vs the true Church of God, who vvich 
Chriſt leſus ſhal iudge the reprobate Angels, throwe backe 
the ſentence vpon their owne pates, yppon whom as theſe 
that are fallen, it mall light moſt iuſt. Why ſhould they re- 
quire of vs to acknowledge the Pope of Rome to bee our 
head and king, our Arch-biſhop to order the Church at his 
pleaſure, and to commaunde our Magiſtrates what he wil, 
to rule ouer the conſeiences, and ro puniſhe with ciuil pu- 


niſumentes. In the Church may any be called Father r 


Rabls which is great after any ſuch manner ag the Pope 


4 doth 


pe of God in finceritie to 


That beleene no other * then that vvhich vv4s, 
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the Miniſters it is ſaid, that they 
onely high Prieſt, the onely Arch biſhop and chiefe Sheep- yes, 13. 20. 


can that be, ſeeing he bewayle 
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THE REFORMATION OF IOSIAH- 
doth require as though ir weere in any man to ſave, orto 
ſet downe any way of his owne head to ſaluatiõ: Amongſt 
are all as brethren, and ok 
equall, whoſe Lord and Maiſter Chriſt leſus (who it the . 


heard of our ſoules) for the inſtruction of his ſet uauntes, 

came to ſerue and not to be ſerued: He can not be Chriſtes Luk. 22. a2. 

vicar ſeeing his pomiſe is to be with the Church, to the |. 40 

ende of the world: for his being the ſixccefſour of e box IS > 
th not his fall, hee receyueth l: 3 

not reprofe, he giueth no accompt of his doings, hee ac- 44. 11.4. 

knowledgeth him ſelfe nota fellowe elder : all which e- “5. 

ter did. For exercifing the fworde of iuſtice, or to haue dea- 

ling in ciuile affaires, or to ouertule the conſciences, what 

can be more proude and Lucifer- like ? When God ſayeth, 


They ſhall not gouuerne as Lordes of the Nations, bee 


Lordes ouer Gods heritage, or be called grations Lordes, and 1k. 22, 254 
he ſayerh,he will ; nay he wil beſo in deed, Why ſhould we 
not therefore renounce and treade downe the tyranny of 

the man of ſinne brought in by our fathers, aſwell as ſeſab 

caſt our leroboams reigning entertained by his aunceſters, 

ſeeing theſe two brethren, the Pope and leroboam, are ſo like 

one another, as he that had but one eye, would acknowe- 

ledge them to be children of one father the Diuell. They 


ay, we haue not obeyed out mother, by our mother they 


meanethe Church of Rome that nowe is. But it ſhe be none 
of our mother, if ſhe hath defiled rhe mariage bedde, and 
be diuorced from our Fa ther, and ſettet h her loue yppon 
thoſe that are no gods, and is become a common harlot, 
and receyue into her, damnable doctrine, the ſeede of Sa- 
than,we may nor obey her ror followe after her, for feare 
leaſt we being partakers of her fins, wee become al fo par- 
takers of her plagues, no it was our partes to profelic a- 
gainſt that falſe and wicked doarine, except we would be 
poy ſoned with it, and ſo ſweepe the filth out of our lande 
and our aſſemblies for the worſhip of God, to throwe out 
the blaſphemous Maſſe and maſsing prieſtes, their, Wor- 
ſhipping of Idols, to throwe downe heir Idolls, their al- 


| rars, their Rood- loftes, their Latin prayers, their ynproti- 


table Ceremonies, partly tewiſhc, partly Heathenith, * 
C ie 


Q THE, REFORMATION. OF. .JOSIAH. 
by frheir owne deuiſinge: to ſweepe the vncleane cages 
of the Abbay es, the Prior ies, the Nunries: that wee haue 
entertayned the preaching of the Goſpel, the miniſtringe 
of rhe Sacramentes ordeyned of God, that wee pray in an 
vnderſtanding tongue, that we profeſſe our faith not to be 


cry pha writinges, but vppon the Canonicall Scriptures, 
that the Church is not to admit any Ceremonies for the 
worſhip of God, contrary to his worde, If this bee com- 
maunded by God, what are we that we ſhould deſpiſe his 
commaundement, and continewe in the prouoking of his 
wrath, ſeeing we are not ſtronger then he, and it is ſo fear- 
full a ching to fall into the hande of God. No, our horri- 


for releruing our Prince and Gouuernours, and ſtirringe 
vp cheit heartes to ſo worthy a worke in the glorifyinge of 
God, and the procuring more bleſzinges to his children, 


pray ers to God, ſtrengthened their handes to finiſhe the 


nat written that the King whom God Mall ſer vp, ſhall ſtu- 
dia d ligentiy the lawe ypritten by Moſes ,and feare God and ſee obſer- 
ned all the wordes of the laſhe and the ſtatutes there ſtit doypne to doe 
them. Was not loſiah commaunded the ſame thing, that the 
Bopke ſhould not departe from bim, but he ſhould fludie it, and doe ac- 
| cording to all that is written in it, without departing eyther to the right 
14140 hande or to the lefte Was not this the care of loſhua, Salomon, 
$61. 122.2, Dauid, Aſa, loaſh, Eæechias, as alſo of Chriſtian Emperours 
T. and Princes which receyued the Goſpell, which retormed 
3 abuſes in the Chutch, and eſtabliſhed the true worſhip of 
God, according to his worde, if that which we haue done 
be not commaunded of God, let them ſhewe it: if it bee 
com maunded, let them bluſhe that ſpeake againſt it. The 
Lorde diſcouering dailie the poyſon of their heartes by 
their impious praiſes, But we arc not to be aſhamed,nor 


t. 17.18. 


maundement, as ſithens which time we haue taſted deep- 
lie of his mercies, whereby he hath moſt ſweetely allured 
vs as with charmings ſonges, which might haue pearced 


Þ\zl.5 8.4. 
| Adders 


grounded vpon man, ypon Councelles, Fathers, the Apo- 


ble ftane is, that we haue not hene ſo thankefull ro GOD, 


then all our tongues can ſpeake, that we haue not in our 


worke, They haue done in this but as this good Prince 
did, and had they onely this one exam ple to followe, is it 


repent vs of that wherein we haue done the Lordes com- 


P mhm eee 
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Adders that ſtoppe their eares neuer ſo cloſe to be carried 
wirh his loue to goe on with the worke till all were fini- 
ſhzd according to the paterne ſer done in the worde, that 
it may be ſaide, We turne vnto the Lorde with all our heartes, with 
al our ſoules, with all our ſtrength, according to all the lawe of Chniſt 
leſus, ſer dovyne in the writings of Moſes and the Prophetes, the Apo- 
files and Euangeliſtes. And although the ſinne of our fathers 
hath bene ſo great that it prouoked God as the finne of 
Manaſßſeh to (weepe them and vs out of our lande, yet God 
hath bene — nt to wardes vs, and not ſuffered his wrath 


to breake forth vpon vs, although it hath almoſt caught 


vs: All this is to call vs ro humbling, to faſting and mour- 
ning, to renting of heartes, and to eke for graces from 
Heauen, whereby we may zealouſly goe in hande a freſhe 
with the worke left vnperfect, that we adde thoſe thinges 
in the Church which be wanting, and cut off the thinges 
which are ſuperfluous, & nowe if God hath hambled our 


Hefter and her maydens not with a feare of Hama and the Reg. 4. 16. 


reſt of the enemies, bur with a viewe of Gods wrath, which 
by our true humbling may turne vpon our enimies, and if 
it be her pleaſure (or rather the will of God) that we faſte 
and pra ye for her, that ſhe may ſinde fauour in the eyes of 
her Lorde and King Chriſt ſeſus, that not onely ſhee may 
haue the golden Scepter helde vp to her comfort, but en- 
couragement to ſpeake and to make her requeſt with the 
promiſe of the graunt to the eſtabliſhing of Chriſtes king- 
dome, if her detire be that the wil of God touchinge the 
np ales of his Church bee layed before her, as the 
ooke of the Lawe was brought before loſiah, if to this end 
ſhe hath gathered the learned Miniſters, the grand fathers 
of the lande, and the moſt godly amongeſt the people, if 
her purpole be as loſiah did to make a Couenaunt before 
the 'Lorde, that they will followe the Lorde and keepe his 
commaundementes, without turninge to the right hande 
or to the lefte, then it betokeneth God will yet work great 
thinges for his Church by this meanes, then let the Lords 
Miniſters mourne, and they that are his rememberers giue 
him no reſt, Ler the honourable Fathers, and they that 
fit at the ſeate of Iuſtice, giue glorie to God in confeſsinge 
their finnes, and all they whoſe heartes are true to God & 
Cz their 
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THE REFORMATION or JOSIAH- 
their Prince, and deſire not the day of their owne deſtrue- 
tion dochkewile ; and ler a diligent ſearche be made af- | 
ter that whole order. that GO D hath ſer downe for his 
houſe, which is his Church, and let the Scriptures be judge, 
If the Scriptures doe determine that man hath authoritie 
to aboliſhe the ofnces for God his Chureh, which Chriſt 
hath ſer downe to bee perpetuall, the Paſtours, the Tea- 


12 2g chers, the Elders, and the Deacons in euery Church. and 
Congregation, that man hath authoritie to rake the keyes |, 


», 

Mt. 18.18. 
* 

1 


Act. 13.23. 
Act. 154 


Am. 14.5. 


from the Church, whereby they may vnlocke the Church- 
dores and Chriſtes kingdome to the repentant, and locke 
out the ſtubborne, to take away their authoritie, to elect 
and to ordaine Miniſters, to decide controuerſies touching 
principall pointes of Religion and thinges indifferent, by 
meetings and 8 ynodes, ſpeciall or generall. if the Scrip- 
tures doe ſet downe en preſſy or by a neceſſarie cõſequence, 
that man hath authoxitie to ſer vppe other offices in Gods 
Church, then Chriſt hath ſet downe, as ſome fewe Lords 
Bb, with their Chauncellors, Archdeacons, Commiſia- 
rics, Regiſters, Summoners, &c, to gouuerne thouſands of 
Churches, ſo that euery Lord B. may doe what him liſteth 
within a large circuit, commaunde the Congregations, as 
the receyuing of dumbe dogges, blinde guides, idol ſhepe- 
heardes, hyrelinges, Maſſe- prieſtes, papiſtes, adulrerors, 
vſurers, & c. the complayning of godly and payneful prea- 
ching paſtours, zealous againſt popery and ſinne, — 
ring to bring the people out of ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
idolatrie, and rebellion, that they may worſhippe God in 
it and trueth, and be ſubie to lawfull —— for 
conſcience ſake, the complayning of thoſe that e diligent 
hearcrs of the worde preached for ſome forbearing of ce- 
remonies een for offence ſake they in a conſcience 
as they thinke grounded vpon the worde, can not bee per- 
ſwaded to vie without any malicious meaning, defiringe 
reſolurion: and this complayning of them doe they com- 
maunde, that they may reuile them , forbidde them to 
preache,excommunicate them, &c. If by the Scripturs one 
Biſh. may ordeyne Miniſters without his fellowe Elders, 
without prayer and faſting and the aduice ofthe people, if 
their Courtes and the thinges done in them, the readi age 
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/ order of the houſholder him ſelfe (et downe in his worde, 


things which God hath not called or ſanctiſied, but _ 
e 
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THE REFORMATION. OF 10STAH-. 
and ignorant miniſters, and thoſe of lewde life be appro- 
ued by the teſtimonie of the holy ſcriptures, then after a 
Jawfull and indifferent hearing and ſeeking to God in the Exod, 39.9. 
humiliation of the ſoule, let Pele offices Ss written in 

their foreheades the name of the Lorde, and let the per- 

ſons be proclaymed the L ordes annointed, and let the de(- 

piſers thereof be taken forthe deſpiſers of God, and ler 

them endure the puniſhment meere for (0 haynous tranſ- | 
greſſours, that Gods wrath may be remoued, and the reſt :.Reg;r.39. 
may feare to doe the like. But if it be written, That the 8 
Church is the houſe of God, to be ordered by none, but by the 1. Tim. 3. 1 6. 


that the Lord him ſelfe ordayned an holy miniſterie to bee 2. Tin. 3. 6. 

in euery Church (beſides the general offices of the Apo- MS. 

ſtles, Euangeliſtes and Prophetes, which ſerued for the Eb. 4. 8.6 

plancing and foundation of the Churches, and were not - 
ounde ſo ſpecially to one Congregation) the offices of 

Paſtours, Teachers, Gouuernours and Deacons, as beein 

ſufficient to make vs meete togither in the vnitie of fuck 

and knowledge, to make ys one body of Chriſt, & mem- 

bers one of another, that Chriſt hath alſo left gifres for | 

euery one of theſe offices, charged the Teachers to take x0. 13.6. 

heede to teachinge, the Paſtours to exhortation, the Elders 

to rulinge, the Deacons to diſtributinge, hath giuen the 

Church authoritie to binde and to 7 is, to EXCOM - 

municate and to receyue into the Church, that the Mini- 

ſters ſhould be ordeyned with faſting and prayer, by laying 414 23. 

on the handes of the Elderſhippe after the election of the 

people: if it be not written that the Miniſters ſhall bee 

Lor des ouer their fel lowe bret hren or ouer Gods heritage, 

much leſſe ryrannouſly to ouerrule the conſcience as ſome 

doe. If their officers and Courtes be not approued by the 

Scriptures, then what ſoeuer good intents pretended, what 

ſoeuer cuſtome, or vniuerſalitie alleadged, let them bee 

branded in the forebead with a blacke cole as prophane 


remnauntes of Antichriſtes gouuernement, or at the lea 

mans preſumpruous inuentions, let them fall downe as 
things ſet on fire, with the coales of the altar of the moſte 
holy Scriptures, and let the Goſpell which hath ſo graci- 


Cz ouſly 


261.91. 
943.7. 19. 
104. 13. 2 


* 
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oufly preſerued vs, 1 amongſt vs: Chriſtes officers & 
gouuernement be perfectly eſtabliſhed amongeſt vs, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, and let all they whoſe hearres & 
tongues the Lorde hath ſer on worke, giue him no reſt vn- 
till our Q1eene and our people may ſee the glory of the 
Lorde round? about them, and all rhinges beinge refor- 
med with the zeale and wiſedome of loſiah, atcordinge to 
the worde of God, They may dwell for euer vnder the ſhe ve 
of the Almizhtie, as in the Arcke of Noah, and vnder the piller 
of fire by night and cloude by day, where 1000, may fall 
at their right hande, and 10000. at their left, and yet nor 
touche them. This worke as it concerneth ſpecially thoſe, 
who amongeſt the reſt are in ſtede of the eyes to ſurvey 
the whole Countrey, and tongues to enforme the moſte 
ſacred Senate: ſo they are more eſpecially to bee prayed 
for, that God will ſo open their eyes and guyde their harti 
aright, as that the lawes for Chriſtes kingdome, may bee 
Girl ſought after, cried for and eſtabliſhed, whereby the 
other good -lawes fot a peaceable and quiet life, may bee 
fan&ifed and bleſſed of God, and without which there is 
no true peace to be looked for, or that reuerence ſhall bee 
25 to good lawes, ſer foorth, ſo th at all the Parliament 
ouſe may len owe for a ſuertie, that if they honour God, 
God will honour chem: if they chooſe the Lorde leſus ſo 
to be their king, as that they preferre his lawes for his 
kingdome, and the free paſſage of the Goſpell, they hal 
be accompreda wiſe and vnderſtanding people as any is 
this day vnder the coape of Heauen, if they will heare the 


wiſedome of God, which in the Scriptures hath ſpoken 


Pre. 1. 20. 
fal. 131.4. 
fal. 30. 15. 


plainly, and hath cryed ſo by the voyce of his ſeruauntes 
whom he hath ſent, That ſhee is al moſt hoarſe, and ſtretched out 
her haxdes tilbſhee is almoſt wearie , there is mercy with the Lorde: in 
the day of their trouble they ſhall call vpon the Lorde, and hee ſhall_ 
deliver them, and they ſhall glorifie him. Bur if they diſhonour 
God, God will diſhonor them: if they caſt away the Lord, 
the Lord will caſt away them: if they caſt away the worde 
of the Lorde, what wiſedome is in them, be they eſteemed - | 
neuer ſo wiſe! If hecrye vato them and they wil not heare, 
they ſhall one day crye vnto him, when he ſhall not heare, - 
butlaugheartheir deſtruction, and then what wil _— 
| a q 0 


1 


them, whoare called 


people fedde, And nurſſe Fathers, Becauſethey are to ſee them to haue 
4 f they are to Lech. 15 
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'| ef our whole people, of our aſſemblies for the worſlupp of 


God, our ſeates of Iuſtice, the authoritie of Magiſtrates, Fa- 
thers, Maiſters, what will become of our ſelues, our wiues 
and children, our families, our poſſeſsions, nay of our ſou- 
les, or of rhe great name of God, which the encmies would 
blaſpheme in our confufign.? Wherefore they whom God 
hath ſealed vp, they that loue the Lorde, let them praye, 
That Gods name may be hallowed, and his kingdome may come, and 
his will may be done, even till they ſee it. The prayer of the righteous a- 
nayleth much, if it be fervent. They that be men of wiſedome, 
ler chem with knowledge, vtteraunce, fauour,or any waye 
that God ſhal ſhewe them, rather looſe all then the pearle of 
price, Or the treaſure hid in the fielde. Let thoſe Houſes of wor- 
mee, eſpecially whom the Lord hath made right wor- 
ſhiptull with the feare of his Holy Name, and no diſſem- 
bling loue of the Goſpel, whether their armes be auncient, 
or the Lorde hath lately aduaunced them aboue their 
brethren, co whom the people reſorte for holy Iuſtice and 


triall of their righteous cauſes, ro whom the poore.looke 


vp for protection and ayde againſt oppreſsion and tyran- 
nie, wherewith the proude, ambitious, and couetous, vexe 
them, pinching the very ſoules of them, and pyning them 
to death, ſome yea 1000. being already dead, and readie 
daily (the hower of the narurall death, and the daye of 
ment being ſo vncertaine) to be caſt into vtter dark- 


neſſe and the fire ynquencheable, as millions haue bin be- 
fore them, ſome ſeeing their miſerie and their woundes ſo 


bleeding, as hardly may bee ſtaunched, when they ſee their 
feeders euer f leeſing, and ſeldeme or neuer feeding, 


ter ſþilt vppon the grounde, that can not bee gathered vy, being ſcarſe 


able to ſetche breath, looking to their Lordes, their godly Ma- 


giſtrates, the men of Countenance and aucthoritie: As the Ereck. 34.4 
ſhewers, di- 10. 


wvalleis belowe wayte for the ſweete droppes of the gration 
filing from the mountaynes abaut them, Let thoſe Fathers of 
their Countrey row 8 v ppe them (clues, and looke aboute 
eepeheardes, Becauſe they are toſee the 


the ſyn cere mille of the worde. And Watchmen, Becauſe 
fee the watche kept, who by the ſworde of Inſtice are firſte io maintayne 
the wor ſhippe of God, and the miniſterie of the Goſpel, the aneh 2 


being almoſt as w- ler. 10. 2 


tam. 3. 10 . 


Mat 13. 4c 


3.1.4. 
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THE "REFORMATION OF 1OSTAH. 
of peace, and the rote Ft true righteouſnefe, Let them lay their 
heades togithet and aduiſe of this matter, as the moſt ſo- 
ueraigne good to a common wealth: if they fit ſtill at this 
time, will it not be lamented ? Nay, may it not be thought 
certainly, That God may ſende ſaluation an other waye, 
though they wſtly periſhe as guiltie of their death, whoſe 
Fi of God *Wherfore as'the peo- 
ple cry vnto them aloude, | meane thei: miſerie cryeth ſo, 
that the deafe ſhall ſo heare it, that their eates ſhall ringle. 
Let them crye and make their complaintes to the moſt ſa- 
cred Senatt, that they may crye ynto the Queenes moſt ex- 
cellent Maieſtie, that wee all thorough Chriſt Ieſus maye 
crye more ſtrongly vnto God the Father. who for his fake 
wil holde backe no good thing from thoſe that loue him, 
that God may heare the Queene, the Queene maye heare 


the Parliament, the Parliament may heare the Fathers of 


the Countric, the Fathers may hcare the children and the 


common people, and wee all with our faithfull Paſtours 


and Teachers, the offices and lawes that GO D hath fer 
downe in his worde, may worſhippe the Lede in ſpirite and 
mueth, to the prayſe of the grace and mercie of God in all holy Congre- 


gations through Chriſt lens. What is the cauſe (tr ow ye) that 


ſhould make thoſe who ſhould be forwarde in this worke, 
ſo dumbe and ſo rongue-tyed, ſo bounde hande and foote, 
that they can not ſpeake one worde, walke one ſteppe, lend 
one lifte, nor make one clea re ſigne with the eye, the fin- 
ger or the toe, to declare their good defire towardes the pro- 


Pentie of the Lordes houſe : Belike it is becauſe they forecaſt 


What euill ſucceſſe wil followe ſo zealous attempres, or 
What a point of wiſedome it would bee, to bee cloſe and 
quiet. True it is, when le ah had done all according to the Lawe 
of God, with a perſe ct and wpright heante, yet the iuſt Lorde who 
in the dayes of Manaſſeh had threatened an vtter deſtructi- 
on to the Houſe of lala and the inhabitauntes of leruſa- 
lem would not bee appealed for all this, neyther turned he 
from the fiercenefſe of his wrath wherewith he was angrie 
again ſt luda, Becauſe of all the prouocations wherewith 
Mana ſſeh had prouoked him, but ſayde, He would remoue Tuda 
out of his © fight, as he put away Iſrael, and would caft off the ti- 


tie of lerw/alem , Which hee had choſen and the houſe whereof bee 


had 


a. Xn *» ca. 
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| tound that threatning moſt ſure: For ſhorrly afrer loſah was not; 


- dainly taken awaye in token of Gods whoarte inkindled 
” our Queene and Parliament, Miniſters, Magiſtrates and a. - 1 


while it is called to 
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THE REFORMATION Or IOSIAHM.” . 
bad ſayed bis name ſhould bee there, and indeed that people 


Fw 


taken away by vntimely death, by Pharao Necho king of Egipt, 
and his ſonne lebohae was caried in chaines to Egipt and 
died there, & al ttue religiõwas aboliſhed, they firſt became 
ſeruauntes to the king of Egipt, after to the kinge of Babilen, 
and not long after xxx. yeares ex pired, they were brought 
to ſerue the 3 of Bahel in a moſt harde and cruell ter- 
vice, till vij. times vij. yeares had paſſed ouer, and whe 
knoweth whether the ſame iuſt God prouoked in like ma- 
ner inthe dayes of our idolatrous fathers, and in the dayes 
of Philip and Marie, hath not ſet dowyne ſuch a ſentence a- 
gainſt this our luda and leruſalem a3 can not bee reuerſed ? 
who knoweth whether after a thorough reformation had 
and eſtabliſhed, our gracious Soueraigne may nat bee ſud- 


wrath againſt his people ſhortly after, and they hecome 3 
ſeruauntes to ſtraungers, and many goe not to E gor Ba- 
bil on, bur to hell, to euerlaſting fire prepared for the Deuill 
and his ſeruauntes. Theſe thinges in deede ſhould both 


whole people tale to heart: for God is no leiſe zealous of 
Iuſtice nowe then before time, our contempt of GOD as 

reat euery way as theirs, yet if God commaundeth vs to 

eeke him while he may be founde, if he will haue vs to heare him zepb. 2. 1. 2. 
day, it God calleth for humblinge and tur- 
ning yaro him with all our hearte, and with all our ſoule, * 
with faſting, weeping, and mourninge, it hee biddeth to . 
ſecke the kingdome of God, and his righieouſneſſe, Why Mt. 6. 33 
ſhould we not (though he kill vs) doe hit cõmaundement t 1 Des 
Let vs doe our partes, and let the Lorde doc what feemech ; 
good in his one eyes, if he ſhall but ler our eyes to ſee the 
Church in her btightneſſe but one daye as the Dileiples 
ſawe Chriſt her ſpouſe glorious in the mount, that all be Mark. 9. 4. 
ſo ioyfull a day as may cauie all the taithfull ro ptayſe God 
for euer. God is able to doe great thinges, and will doe for 
his choſen for Chriſtes ſake. lofiah hee founde double fa- 
uaur at the Lordes handes, Firit, he enioyed the true wor- 
ſhippe of God, the comfortable promites ot his worde all 
his life time, then ke was taken away before the euillcame - 

$11 D which 
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n finners, ſo hee is gracious and mercituil, flowe to anger, 
and ready to forgiue a * broken heated, repentinge 
and turning vntohim, and w 
will repent him of the euill, or at leaſt defer the plague till 
after our dayes, or haſten the grand reformatien when 
Chriſt Ieſus ſhall come for our full deliuerance. 
Shall we complaine ofthe great hinderers of this work 


ſet vp in leſiabs place, as one not ſo willing and ready to 
this worke as loſiah was? Nay lett vs complayne of our 
ſelues firſte, who are not ſo thankefull ro G O D for that 
which he bath wrought by the handes of our Queene Eli- 
zabeth,and for that God hath ſtirred yppe ſo many in both 
the houſes, not onely to looke into and to fauour, but 
to be zealous alſo of this holy cauſe. Bnt as ſurmiſing and 
ſuſpectinge doeth often argue wante of loue, ſo when it 
breedeth in men infidelitie in God, and a ſlouthfulgeſſe to 
neceſſarie duties, it muſt needes proceed fro a lying ſpirite. 
 Pron.21.1, It is God who carrieth the heartes of men, yea and Princes, 
& turneth them as it pleaſeth him, without v hom no Mo- 

narch of all times, much leſſe a Prince beeing a mayden 

cene, had brought ſuch light out of ſo great darkneſſe, 

as thouſandes haue ſeenc in theſe her Dominions, neyther 

had ſoſah bene ſo wholy bente to take in hande and goe 

thorough with ſo worthie a worke : who can tell whether 
God hath appointed the incouragement to come from her 
faithfull and true he arted ſubiectes, at the willingneſſe of 
whom ſhee may be ſtirred vp, eyther by the ſpirite of God, 
or hy worde, or writinge, as king Aſa was Rirred'y pe at 
».Chro,1;.2 the wriringe of Azariah, who after hee had ſpoken before 
all the aſſemblie, he delivered vnto him, wherein hee ſhew= 
ed, that there was nothinge they neede to feare, if they by 
faith in God be moued to doe his will. Bur if by infidelitie 
they be afrayde to doe his worke, there is nothing for them 

to truſt to. The Lordewas with you ( ſayeth he) whyle yee were 

With hi, and if you ſecke him, hee wil bein a readmeſſe for you, bus 
if you forſake him, be will forſake you. Hee ſheweth an example 

ef the Iſraclites, ho had ſitten longe without the true * 

f | c 
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which God had threatened- As the Lore is iuſt to punifhs 
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r «& = a 4 8 acXZ = =m. «« a 


i £4 SS © +& Aa. _ i: i@#c + 


d, 
ac 
re 
= 
of 
L 
n 
'> 
L 
* 

. 

c 


THE REFORMATION" OF TOSTAHM. 
the Lawe, and without a teaching Prieſt, who if they had 
reformed theſe thinges, God would haue holpen them: 
bur — — did not, God deliuered them to bee beaten 
and vexed with their enimics, where vpon he grounded his 
exhorration, that they be ſtronge in the Lorde, and not 
ſuffer the worke to ſlaclee, waytinge aſſuredly for a bleſting 
from the Lorde. After which, as he was ſtirred vype' to a 
norable reformation of thinges amiſſe, ſo the Lorde gaue 
him a notable ſueceſſe ſo longe as he continued, and why 


mould we doubt of ſuch a like worke nowe? 


Whar if there are ſome of the pillars and graue Fathers of 
the Church, that with many Welling tytles ſer down their 
ſentence, that all is fo well as — 15 amẽdedli if yet they 
flie the light of the Scriprurs, or would not haue their trial 
to bee made, it is a fore ſigne their conſcience doeth ac- 
cuſe them that ſaye ſo, and that it is becauſe they feele their 


owne neſt warme. If Apoſtles, nay Angels from heauen lob. 5. 38. 
hall aye as they (aye, we are by ſearchinge the Scriptures, 1. 10h. 4. t. 


to trie the ſpirites, and the doctrine which is of God, and 
which is not:it might be many of che chiefeſt in the church 
ſayde as much in the dayes of leſiab, yet was not this inough 
for lofiah and the godly Magittrates to reſte vppon, they 
weretotake heede to the Lawe of God, what ſoeuer they 
ſayde. If it bee looked before reformation, that the Mini- 
ſters ſhould all agree firſte amongeſt them ſelues, the Diuel 


will neuer ſuffer that, except they will agree in a lye, and Mat, 13.24, 
is Church, that the 1.Cor.l1t.ty 


God hath decreed: That hereſies muſt bee in 
approned may bee made knowen, 

The beſt way for agreement is, to deſire that boch ſides 
may come before the Worde, that there may bee an agree- 
ment in the trueth From the which though ſome ſhal ob- 
ſtinatly diſſent, yer are not the godly Gouernoursto ſtarte, 
if the Ciuile Magiſtrates ſhall thinke the labouringe in 
this cauſe litle to concerne them, in aſmuch as their dueties 
concerne the bodies and outwarde ſtate of men, they maye 
not be ignorant, that their charge is to ſee men with their 
bodies ourwardly ro worſhippe the Lorde accordinge to 
his worde: which Magiſtrates though the Churche conlde 
wante and doe well, yet if God ſer them vpp for the good 
af the Church, they are firſt to defeadethe chriſtian 5 
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the true worſhippe of God that ſet them vp · As forfcare 
of daunger by innouation & alteration of the corruption 
of rhe Eſtate, feare ofthe reproches and mockes af men 
that will not knowe that Chriſt is the Lorde and King to 
raigne ouer his Churche, feare of the vnbrideled malice 
of yarcaſonable men that haue not faiths, whiche this 
worke might ſet on fixe, feare of loſſe of eaſe, of honour, 
of pleaſure, it was not the feare of any of thoſe coulde let 


god laß ah to goe thorough with the worke, the true feare 


of the Lorde poſſeſhinge his hearte, as it is not to be doubs 
ted, but the ſame ſpirite hath his working at this time more 
maghrily, ten all men ſee in many, whoie godly zeale may 
be much maliced, but ſhall neuer be quenched, whoſe glo- 
ripus light in the trueth, the light of any flames of fire ſhal 
not bee able to put out or darken, whole giftes togither 
with the number of ſuch faithfull, the Lorde incre aſe. 

But howſoeuer the Lorde ſhall worke at chis time, wee 


thought it needefull to auoyde the guiltines of the ſpil- 


liage of much coſtly and precious bloud by breaking forth 
into a profeſsinge of our earneſt deſice of the eſtabliſhing 
of the kingdome of Chriſte, and the true gouuernement 
of his Church : the ſubſtaunce whereofgur godly Fathers 
and brethren, haue inwritinge plainly ſet downeand dra- 
wen into Tables, to beholde at one viewe, and are we a(- 
ſure our ſelues labouring before vs in the worke, wee are 
nat ſo daungerous to the Magiſtracie, ſeeing we acknow=- 
ledge it to bee f om the Lord, and whereynto ſubiection is 
to bee giuen in tne the Lorde: weedcfire no Church plat- 
forme of our owneinuentinge, but th at which is blefled of 


God, and ſanctified by his worde: what ſocuer idolatrie 


and ſuperſtition, and falſe worſhippe of God hath bin caſt 
out, whar ſoeuet true worſhippe of God hath bene ſer vp, 
weapproue it, wee prayſe God for it; wee deſire a goinge 
forwarde to perfection, and to a reformation of all things 
accordinge to che worde. As our prayers to God fhall bee 
for our gracious Soueraigne, and for the moſt Honoura- 
ble aſſemblie of the Lande, ſo wee pur the worſhipfull Fa- 
thers of our Counttie, the luſtices and men of aucthoritie, 
whoſe eyes may tale pittie of the poore people which goe 
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re a begginge, ſome for lacke of the foode of their ſoules, 
on and (ome of their bodies, and both wayes readie to fa- 
en miſhe. Wee (I faye) as is our duetie, putt them in minde, 
to that at this time they bee not careleſſe, leaſt they buye their. 
ce repentaunce full deare too ſdone, but that they by their 
11s humble ſeekinge ro GOD, their ſpeakinge in the cauſe 
r. (their ſtudyinge firſte ro vnderſtande it, and laye it to 
et { hHeattc) by procuringe other to ſpeake, by writinge, by tra- 
re uayle, if neede bee, they leaue no ſtone vnturned, waytinge 
_ for the bleſtinge from him, who ie the Rocke vppon 
re which the Church is fo ftrongly buylt, as hell gates are 
Ly not able to holde it in, who is the head ſtone, that hol- 
9 deth all rogyther, ro whom we commende the whole 
al worke, that is to Chriſt IESVS, to whom 
| _ with the Father and the holy Spirit, be 

all honour and glorie, for 
Ce euer and cuer, 


I— AMEN. 
| * 


